have seen were each about the size of a pea, and quite soft. This was because there was no resisting surface against which they could be formed, and because from the inconvenience to which they gave rise they were not left long enough to become hardened. One of them was taken from the duct of a sublingual gland, which it so blocked up as to occasion an enormous accumulation of saliva.
If the calculus can be felt by the finger it can, of course, be removed by a pair of forceps, but if it is some distance within the duct, so that it can only be felt with a probe, an incision must be made in order to reach it.
The formation of a calculous deposit upon the teeth, in a greater or less degree, may be said to be almost universal ; for although in persons of good health it is possible by care to remove it by brushing soon after it is deposited (so that the teeth are kept nearly free from it,) still it is always being produced, and would be present if care were not used. We have seen that its source is the saliva, which is the secretion of the several salivary glands mixed with that of the small mucous glands; it is thin and watery, and contains a small quantity of animal matter, which is secreted by the Yery often when the tartar is of long duration the organic substances that are mixed with it decompose; this is the cause of the breath of these patients being so insufferable. Yery often pus is seen oozing between the gums and teeth ; this also makes the breath very offensive.
If the patients rinse their mouths after each meal the collection of fats and other organic matter will be prevented, and thus, at any rate, they will 
